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§ 1636.3 or 1636.4 of this part. If sup-
ported by information contained in the 
registrant’s file or obtained during his 
personal appearance the board may 
find that the facts presented by the 
registrant in support of his claim are 
untrue. 

[47 FR 4655, Feb. 1, 1982, as amended at 53 FR 
25328, July 6, 1988]

§ 1636.10 Statement of reasons for de-
nial. 

(a) Denial of a conscientious objector 
claim by a board must be accompanied 
by a statement specifying the reason(s) 
for such denial as prescribed in §§ 1633.9, 
1651.4 and 1653.3 of this chapter. The 
reason(s) must, in turn, be supported 
by evidence in the registrant’s file. 

(b) If a board’s denial is based on 
statements by the registrant or on a 
determination that the claim is incon-
sistent or insincere, this should be 
fully explained in the statement of rea-
sons accompanying the denial.

PART 1639—CLASSIFICATION OF 
REGISTRANTS PREPARING FOR 
THE MINISTRY
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§ 1639.1 Purpose; definitions. 
(a) The provisions of this part shall 

govern the consideration of a claim by 
a registrant for classification in Class 
2–D (§ 1630.26 of this chapter). 

(b) The definitions of this paragraph 
shall apply to the interpretation of the 
provisions of this part: 

(1) The term ministry refers to the vo-
cation of a duly ordained minister of reli-
gion or regular minister of religion as de-
fined in part 1645 of this chapter. 

(2) The term recognized church or reli-
gious organization refers to a church or 

religious organization established on 
the basis of a community of faith and 
belief, doctrines and practices of a reli-
gious character, and which engages pri-
marily in religious activities. 

(3) The term recognized theological or 
divinity school refers to a theological or 
divinity school whose graduates are ac-
ceptable for ministerial duties either 
as an ordained or regular minister by 
the church or religious organization 
sponsoring a registrant as a ministerial 
student. 

(4) The term graduate program refers 
to a program in which the registrant’s 
studies are officially approved by his 
church or religious organization for 
entry into service as a regular or duly 
ordained minister of religion. 

(5) The term full-time intern applies to 
a program that must run simultaneous 
with or immediately follow the com-
pletion of the theological or divinity 
training and is required by a recog-
nized church or religious organization 
for entry into the ministry. 

(6) The term satisfactorily pursuing a 
full-time course of instruction means 
maintaining a satisfactory academic 
record as determined by the institution 
while receiving full-time instructions 
in a structured learning situation. A 
full-time course of instruction does not 
include instructions received pursuant 
to a mail order program.

§ 1639.2 The claim for Class 2–D. 
A claim to classification in Class 2–D 

must be made by the registrant in 
writing, such document being placed in 
his file folder.

§ 1639.3 Basis for classification in 
Class 2–D. 

(a) In Class 2–D shall be placed any 
registrant who is preparing for the 
ministry under the direction of a rec-
ognized church or religious organiza-
tion; and 

(1) Who is satisfactorily pursuing a 
full-time course of instruction required 
for entrance into a recognized theo-
logical or divinity school in which he 
has been pre-enrolled or accepted for 
admission; or 

(2) Who is satisfactorily pursuing a 
full-time course of instruction in a rec-
ognized theological or divinity school; 
or 
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